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CSU audit reveals almost $159K in ‘questionable’ travel costs 


Some claim the CSU chief financial officer’s 


retirement is linked to th 


By KrisTINE McGowan 
Editor in Chief 


A Systemwide Risk Management em- 
ployee for the Cal State University has 
incurred nearly $159,000 in travel costs 
over two years, generating questionable 
expenses on trips to San Francisco, Lon- 
don, Kenya, Ghana and more, according 
to a CSU audit report released last week. 


ndergo 


e audit’s findings. 


Within a week of the report’s release, 
CSU Executive Vice Chancellor and 
Chief Financial Officer Benjamin Quil- 
lian — who requested the audit — re- 
vealed that he will retire from his position 
later this year, according to CSU Spokes- 
man Mike Uhlenkamp. He also said that 
Quillian’s department supervises SRM. 

The internal audit reviewed 146 travel 
expense claims and found that the SRM 
employee, who remains anonymous 
throughout the report, racked up approx- 


construction — 


Sinaloa Cono, left, Jaime 
Harvey, center, and Bengamin 
Gonzalez, right, spread freshly- 
poured asphalt on Parking 

Lot 15 on Wednesday. Many 
CSULB parking lots will be 


_ closed in coming weeks as they 
receive routine maintenance. 


For anticpated closure dates, 
_ see information box, page 3. 


imately $158,994 in travel costs from 
July 2010 through September 2012. 

According to its website, SRM pro- 
tects the CSU “from catastrophic liabil- 
ity and other financial losses” by provid- 
ing risk management services. 

The audit report asserted that the 
employee’s expenses were “often ques- 
tionable in terms of their appropriate- 
ness and business necessity and did not 
always have a clear or demonstrable ben- 
efit to ... the CSU.” 

According to Uhlenkamp, Quillian 
has decided to retire for his own reasons; 
however, President of the Statewide Uni- 
versity Police Association Jeff Solomon 
alleged Wednesday that Quillian’s retire- 


ment is connected to the audit’s findings. 

“The timing of his retirement is suspi- 
cious,” Solomon said. “It seems to me that 
if you discover something like this, that 
you follow it through to its end.” 

Solomon said he also found it suspi- 
cious that SUPA has not been asked to 
conduct an investigation into the audit’s 
findings. 

Uhlenkamp, though, said Quillian’s 
retirement and the audit report are unre- 
lated and that SUPA is linking the two as 
a bargaining tactic for contract negotia- 
tions between the CSU and police union. 

“There is absolutely no connection be- 
tween the two,” Uhlenkamp said. “These 
items are only linked in the eyes of an or- 


ganization that is trying to get raises from 
the CSU.” 

In listing the “questionable” travel ex- 
penses, the report said the SRM employee 
traveled to San Francisco 82 times, was 
reimbursed for a car wash at LAX park- 
ing garage and used limo services to tray- 
el to and from airports at least eight times 
during the two-year period reviewed. 

The CSU’s travel policy states that the 
system will pay for or reimburse “ordi- 
nary, reasonable, not extravagant, and 
necessary” travel-related expenses for 
conducting official business, according 
to the report. 


See AupliT, Page 2 


CSU to teach students to be Aware, Awake, Alive 


The program was created to prevent alcohol-related deaths in students. 


By CourTNEY TOMPKINS 
Managing Editor 


Carson Starkey was 18 years old when 
his fraternity initiation ritual at Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo went horribly wrong. 


Starkey was a pledge rushing Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon in December 2008. As 
part of his initiation, fraternity broth- 
ers handed him and another pledge a 
fifth (750 ml.) of rum to drink, as well 
as a bottle of 151-proof Everclear that 
was being passed around the room. 

But within 20 minutes of drinking the 
alcohol, Starkey collapsed and became 


unresponsive. A few fraternity brothers 
picked him up and placed him in a car 
to take him to a hospital a quarter mile 
away, but they abandoned the plan for 
fear of repercussions. Instead, they took 
him back into the house and left him on 
a mattress, unmonitored, where he died. 

Starkey’s parents, Scott and Julia 
Starkey, told the story of their loss at the 


Cal State University Board of Trustees 
meeting on July 23. They also gave a pre- 
sentation about “Aware, Awake, Alive,” 
an organization the Starkeys formed in 
August 2011 to spread alcohol aware- 
ness in colleges and universities across 
the country. 

Teary-eyed after the presentation, CSU 
Chancellor Timothy P. White responded 
by committing to implement the program 
across the 23-campus system this year. 

“Perhaps our action will be one more 


step forward to making his death and all it 
represents to so many families a little less 
painful,” White said at the meeting. 

The peer-to-peer program aims to 
spread awareness by educating teens, 
young adults and parents about the 
dangers and symptoms of alcohol 
abuse via a web-based toolbox with 
more than 150 resources, according 


See AWARENESS, Page 2 
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Continued from Page | 


However, the audit found that the CSU 
sometimes reimbursed the employee for 
questionable, illogical and inefficient 
costs, some of which the employee may 
not have been entitled to claim. 


“What I’m more appalled about is how 
[the CSU] handled the situation and not 
being more forthcoming with the infor- 
mation,” he said, “[and that there were] no 
stopgaps in place to stop this before this 
audit was done.” 

According to a CSU statement, the em- 
ployee has reimbursed many of the ques- 


Other questionable expenses listed 


in the audit report: 


* The SRM employee spent and was reimbursed for an $80 visit to Sheldric Farm, a giraffe center, in Nairobi, 
Kenya, and Kazuri bead shop in August 2012. The employee also spent $180 on a trip to Nairobi National Park in 


the same month. 


It also found that the employee some- __ tionable expenses and the system is deter- i 
times failed to provide adequate documen- _ mining further appropriate action. « The employee claimed and was reimbursed for two ee room upgrades in San Francisco, which totaled to I 
tation for reimbursement. “The CSU places great importance on $86 in additional cost, without justification. 

Uhlenkamp said that of the $158,994 funding provided by the state and our stu- 
in expenditures, the CSU could not deter- _ dents and it is critical that we use each and e The employee frequently used valet parking, electing to spend $19.95 for valet parking rather than spend 
mine how much was used inappropriately. _ every dollar in the most appropriate way less for self-parking. The employee also stayed in hotels that only provided valet parking. P 

“Some of the travel is on legitimate to serve students and fulfill our mission,” E 
CSU business ... There’s a little bit of | CSU Chancellor Timothy P. White said in * During all four trips the employee made to London during the period reviewed, the employee exceeded the , 
deviation,” he said. “A portion of [the ex- _ the statement. “We will review our travel maximum rates — set by the CSU for international travel — for hotel expenses by more than $200 per night. hi 
penditures] was inappropriate, but unfor- policies and practices to minimize any a 
tunately we don’t have an exact number.” —_ possibility of recurrence.” « In October 2011, the employee and a colleague traveled to Israel and Ghana, a trip for which the employee ¢ 

He also said that the expenditures were The statement also said that the CSU claimed $10,433 in total expenses while the colleague claimed $5,125 total. The differences resulted from the 
not the audit’s primary focus, as Quillian will continue to implement the report’s colleague's staying in less expensive hotels and lodging offered by local universities, as well as claiming fewer t 
had originally requested an audit of the de- | recommendations, which include deter- meals because many of the meals had been provided. I 
partment’s practices and policies. mining the business necessity for frequent 

Solomon said he was appalled by the _ travel and improving post-review of travel- Source: CSU audit report ( 
extra findings of the audit. related expenditures. 1 

f 
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AWARE 'N. ESS colleges but that there wasn’t much of an ¢ 
Gontunueditvom Page | on-campus presence, something the orga- 

nization seeks to change. t 

Aware, Awake, Alive plans to train peo- I 

to Aware, Awake, Alive Communications ple in the CSU system to do presentations C 

Director David Wyatt. on each of the campuses, according to Fal- ‘ 

“It’s kind of this strange thing; cultur- lis. He said the right people are already in t 
ally, people just aren’t all that aware of it, place; it’s just a matter of getting them to- d 1 qd kK T a 
and when you do hear about it, it seems gether and making it happen. | YO U a OW. SC i 
like such an anomaly, but it’s really pretty The program has grown via word of ° ( 
common,” Wyatt said. “The shame is that mouth within the CSU system and is al- e| e | ly 4 9 e if ( 
it’s not like it happens to bad kids who } ready available to students on eight of the 1 
willfully don’t take their friends in. They RES 23 campuses, including SLO and Cal State h OC S Gg { 
just think like we all do. He'll sleep it off or COE OG W atin AEN Long Beach, according to Fallis. T a | 9) 
puke and wake up in the morning.” SLO fi reshman Carson Starkey Fallis said the CSU doesn’t have a Y oO | U © eS © ‘e al N Se s F 

According to the Centers for Disease died of alcohol poisoning in planned timeline for implementing the I 


Control and Prevention, one in three col- 
lege students binge drink, which the Na- 
tional Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Al- 
coholism defines as drinking that consists 
of five or more alcoholic beverages for 
men and four or more for women in one 
occasion. 

CSU Spokesman Erik Fallis said the 
difference between this program and oth- 
ers is that Aware, Awake, Alive incorpo- 


NEW Website... 


2008 at the age of 18. 


rates a peer-to-peer tool. 

“It’s designed to empower students to 
make the call of whether or not there is an 
alcohol poisoning, medical-related emer- 
gency going on,” Fallis said. 

Wyatt said there are already some al- 
cohol awareness programs at California 


program system-wide but that the pro- 
gram will be available on all campuses 
as quickly as possible. Wyatt said the 
organization would like to see it fully 
operating by Week of Welcome, which 
is held the second week of fall semes- 
ter. 

Aware, Awake, Alive’s resource 
toolbox can be accessed online at www. 
awareawakealive.org/toolbox. 
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Student left alone in 
cell for days by DEA 


The student suffers from PTSD and 
receives $4.1 million to settle his claim. 


SAN DIEGO — A UC San Diego 
student who was forgotten in a Drug 
Enforcement Administration inter- 
rogation room for five days without 
food or water described the incident 
as a “really, really bad, horrible ac- 
cident.” 

Daniel Chong, 25, will receive $4.1 
million from the government to settle 
his claim. 

For reasons that remain unclear, 
Chong was left for five days in a 5-by- 
10-foot windowless room without 
food, water or toilet facilities after be- 
ing swept up in a campus raid on April 
20, 2012. He quickly lost weight and 
was able to slip out of a pair of hand- 
cuffs. 

He suffered hallucinations. He tried 
to break a fire sprinkler to get water 
but failed. Instead he said he had to 
drink his own urine to survive. He 
screamed for help but soon became 
too weak. 

DEA employees found him covered 
in his own feces and severely dehy- 
drated. He was rushed to a hospital, 
close to kidney failure and breathing 
with difficulty. He spent five days in 
the hospital. 

“I was screaming, I was completely 
insane,” Chong said at the law offices of 
his attorney, Eugene Iredale. 

Chong said he even put his shoe- 
laces under the door hoping someone 
would see him and realize he was 
there. 

When he was finally discovered 
about 100 hours later, he said five or six 
people crowded around him, “wonder- 
ing who I am.” 

Iredale said Chong has undergone 
intensive psychotherapy and been di- 
agnosed with post-traumatic stress dis- 
order. 

What happened to Chong, Ire- 


Daniel Chong 


dale said, “should never happen to 
any human being on the face of the 
planet.” 

Days after he was found, a top DEA 
official apologized to Chong and or- 
dered an “extensive review” of DEA 
procedures. That review has not yet 
been completed. 

“I extend my deepest apologies [to] 
the young man and want to express 
that this event is not indicative of the 
high standards that I hold my employ- 
ees to,” said William R. Sherman, 
who was then acting special agent in 
charge of the DEA’s San Diego Divi- 
sion. 

No charges were filed against 
Chong. Iredale filed a claim with 
the agency, usually the first step 
toward a lawsuit. But in this case, 
officials immediately began nego- 
tiating a settlement and listened to 
a local psychologist who said that 
Chong was in worse shape than 
many combat veterans he has treat- 
ed, Iredale said. 


— Tony Perry, Los Angeles Times 
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_ Construction to temporarily 
close CSULB parking lots 


Construction and routine maintenance work will take place on 
several parking lots at Cal State Long Beach in the weeks approaching 
fall semester, resulting in closures of some parking lots during 
construction. All construction has been scheduled for anticipated start 
and finish dates, but those dates are subject to change. For the latest 
information on construction schedules, 
visit www.csulb.edu/maps/. 


LOT 17, CLOSED JULY 24 - AUG. 23 


Alternate parking is available in Lots 14, 18 and Parking Structure 1. 


LOTS 14A, 14B, 14C; JULY 29 - AUG. 14 


A majority of the lots may remain open during construction. 


LOT 15, CLOSED AUG. 2 - 9 


Alternate parking will be available in Lot 14 and Parking Structure 1. 


LOT 6, CLOSED AUG. 6 - 9 


Alternate parking will be available in Lots 4, 5 and 7. 


CLOSURES ON BEACH DRIVE AND WEST CAMPUS DRIVE, AUG. 10 


- Beach Drive and West Campus Drive will be closed for bicycle and pedestrian safety improvements. 
Because of the closures, Lots 1, 4, 5 and 6 will be inaccessible that day. 


- Renovations of Beach Drive and West Campus Drive will also continue through Aug. 23, and traffic 
lanes will be reduced to one lane at times. During this period, it is advised to use Atherton Street, Palo 
Verde Avenue or East Campus Drive for smoother access to campus. 


FACILITIES MANAGEMENT VISITOR LOTS, CLOSED AUG. 12-14 


Lots will be closed for the duration of the repairs. 


LOT 9, AUG. 12 - 14 


Only the parking area between the Design building and the Human Services and Design building will be closed. 


LOT 12, CLOSED AUG. 12 - 16 


Alternate parking will be available in Parking Structures 2 and 3. 


— Compiled by Assistant City Editor Andrew Spencer 
Source: www.csulb.edu/maps/ 
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Online courses are an underdeveloped solution for CSU 


We at the Daily 49er were 
shocked when it was revealed that 
students in San Jose State Univer- 
sity’s online courses were more 
likely to fail than students who took 
the same course in-person. 

According to San Jose Mercury 
News, only 29 percent of SJSU 
students passed an online remedial 

math 
course 
OUR. VIEW cg sane 
2013, 
compared to an 80 percent passing 
rate of students who took the face- 
to-face course. 

The data for passing rates in col- 
lege algebra and statistics courses 
were nearly identical to those of the 
remedial math courses. 

The evidence compiled by San Jose 
Mercury News showed that students 
were more likely to succeed in face- 
to-face courses than SJSU’s online 
courses, as they are designed now. 

The shockingly low online 
passing rates has even led to 
SJSU’s suspending its online- 
only courses. 

Because SJSU is a campus in the 
Cal State University system, we at 
the Daily 49er are concerned about 
what the future holds for online 
courses within the CSU. 

Although online courses are more 
affordable for the universities host- 
ing them than in-person courses, we 
believe that online programs should 
come as a secondary option. 

It appears that online courses are 


a temporary fix for many of the funding problems that have plagued 


public education in recent years. 


Even though SJSU’s online courses are a pilot program, its low 


passing rates should be a red flag to the CSU. 


With so few students passing the classes, it’s clear that online 
education needs much more development to be effective. 

And while we acknowledge there is a time and place for online 
courses, we want to emphasize that more attention and funding 


should be devoted to face-to-face courses. 


Some of our concerns regarding online education stems from a 
lack of interaction between students and professors. 

Although there are some online courses that prominently feature 
webcams and teleconferencing, there are many courses that do not. 

While the passing rates in online courses at SJSU are being 
futher analyzed, the CSU has announced its intention to further 


expand its online presence. 


available to everyone this fall. 


According to an article from the Sacramento Bee, CSU students 
will now have the opportunity to enroll in 36 online courses to be 


Essentially, a Cal State Long Beach student will now have the 
opportunity to take an online course offered by another CSU. 

While the recent news may intrigue incoming students who are 
seeking to satisfy their general education requirements, the effec- 
tiveness of online courses remains unknown. 

The results at SJSU should warn the CSU of the downsides that 


online education can bring. 


Before we can deem online education a viable option for stu- 
dents, we must develop the technology and practices necessary to 


meet students’ needs. Successful online courses require cultivation. 


Bradley Manning’s work with WikiLeaks will leave a lasting legacy 


Although he will most likely spend the 
remainder of his life in prison, former U.S. 
Army soldier Bradley Manning will not soon 
be forgotten. 

In accordance with his leak of more than 
700,000 classified documents to WikiLeaks, 
Manning was convicted of espionage, theft and 
computer fraud by a military judge Tuesday, ac- 
cording to Al-Jazeera. 

Manning was acquitted, however, of the most 
serious charge of aiding the enemy. 

If Manning had been convicted of aiding 
the enemy, a series of events would have likely 
unfolded that could have changed the nature of 
classified leaks forever. 

According to Al-Jazeera, the lead prosecutor 
in the Manning case argued for an “aiding the 
enemy” conviction because al-Qaeda and other 
terrorist organizations could have seen the docu- 
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ments Manning sent to WikiLeaks. 

Although the prosecutor may have had good 
intentions, the holes in his argument were bla- 
tantly obvious. 


In essence, the prosecutor argued that by send- 


ing his leaked documents to a public domain site 
like WikiLeaks, Manning 
was effectively handing the 
documents over to terrorist 
organizations like al-Qaeda. 

The argument for the prosecutor’s claim 
is ridiculous. Manning never leaked his 
documents directly to al-Qaeda or any other 
terrorist organization, and to imply such an 
act is baseless. 

How could Manning have possibly con- 
trolled who visited the WikiLeaks site to view 
his leaked material? 

If the prosecutor had extended his argument 
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beyond Manning, then any person or organiza- 
tion who republished any type of leak could be 
found guilty of “aiding the enemy.” 

If The New York Times had published some of 
Manning’s leaked information, would the news- 
paper be guilty of “aiding the enemy” as well? 

Surely it’s possible that at least 
one member of a terrorist organi- 


SHANE NEWELL zation like al-Qaeda had access 


to such a popular newspaper. Un- 
der the prosecutor’s argument, a newspaper could 
be guilty of the same crime because its published 
information was in the public domain. 

Thankfully, however, the judge acquitted Man- 
ning of the aiding-the-enemy charge. 

And although Manning was the not first intel- 
ligence officer to leak classified material, he may 
go down as the most iconic. 

Among the hundreds of thousands of pages of 
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documents that Manning leaked, a video of U.S. 
soldiers shooting at unarmed journalists will 
likely be his greatest legacy. 

According to Al-Jazeera, the 2007 video 
shows a U.S. helicopter shooting at a Reuters 
news photographer while calling the targets 
“dead bastards.” 

Although Manning did break the law when 
he leaked classified government information to 
WikiLeaks, his act of heroism should inspire 
future generations of leakers. 

The time to debate controversial issues like the 
war in Afghanistan, torture in Guantanamo Bay 
and government surveillance on U.S. citizens is 
now. 

Without brave individuals like Manning, the 
world will continue to live in the dark. 

Shane Newell is a junior journalism major and 
the opinions editor of the Daily 49er. 
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Successful immigration reform is vital for the future of the GOP 


After the Senate passed an immigration bill 
that modeled parts of the Development, Relief 
and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) 
Act in June, a national conversation has 
intensified over the fate of more than 11 mil- 
lion undocumented immigrants living in the 
United States. 

As the focus turns to the House of Representa- 
tives, members from both sides of the aisle have 
begun to stake out the talking points of where the 
DREAM Act needs to be changed. 

A point of contention for Republicans regards 
whether the undocumented parents of U.S. citi- 
zens should be granted amnesty. 

Although the disagreements between 
Republicans and Democrats on the issue of im- 
migration may be great, a bipartisan version of 
the DREAM Act should be passed as soon as 
possible. 


The benefits of granting amnesty to un- 
documented immigrants in the U.S. would be 
immense. 

It should go without saying that it would be a 
logistical and financial nightmare to deport ap- 
proximately 11 million undocumented immigrants. 

Instead of deporting 
the immigrants, the U.S. 
would save millions of 
dollars by allowing them 
to stay. 

Another benefit of passing legislation 
similar to the DREAM Act is that it would help 
alleviate burdens placed on immigrants. 

Without access to social programs, undocu- 
mented immigrants are inevitably stuck as a 
lower class that is unable to rise above the pov- 
erty line. 

Helping many undocumented immigrants 


NICOLAS RODRIGUEZ 


would also benefit those who want to serve their 
country and are prepared to make the ultimate 
sacrifice by enrolling in the military. 

From a financial standpoint, the argument 
that undocumented immigrants are a burden to 
society is ridiculous. 

If undocumented 
workers get paid legally, 
federal and state taxes 
can still be taken out of 
their paycheck if they 
use a valid social security number. 

As it stands, the GOP is quickly losing ground 
on the issue of immigration reform. 

The Hispanic community proved in the last 
election that its large demographic is a force to 
be reckoned with. 

As the GOP licked its wounds and began to 
reassess and reformulate its game plan for the 


future, party leaders understood that alienat- 
ing the Hispanic population would only result 
in political suicide. 

While hard-line Republicans refuse to budge 
in the House of Representatives and obstruct 
further progress for immigration reform, some 
Republicans have begun to warm up to the idea of 
working with fellow Democrats on the issue. 

If Republicans want to move forward as a party 
and be competitive in the future, it is absolutely 
crucial that immigration reform becomes a prior- 
ity for the GOP. 

The longer the GOP punts the issue back and 
forth between the House and Senate, the more it 
stands to lose a demographic that also shares their 
vision of the American dream. 

Nicolas Rodriguez is a senior political science 
major and an assistant opinions editor at the 
Daily 49er. 


MTV anniversary should spark change on the once-giant network 


At 12:01 a.m. on Aug. 1, 1981, a little-known 
music network called MTV debuted on television 
screens across New Jersey. 

The first words uttered on the network were 
from of one of its creators, John Lack. 

According to an article from History.com, 
Lack introduced the network to viewers with the 
words, “Ladies and gentlemen, rock and roll.” 

After its first video — “Video Killed The 
Radio Star” by The Buggles — debuted, MTV 
skyrocketed into mainstream popularity and 
came to define a generation of music lovers. 

Videos like The Police’s “Every Breath You 
Take” and Madonna’s “Like A Prayer” estab- 
lished the MTV era and cemented the importance 
of the music video as an art form. 


Follow @49erSports 


After its music video usage peaked in the late 
1980s and early 1990s, MTV shifted its focus to 
the ever-popular realm of reality TV. 

According to an article from Billboard 
magazine, the number of videos shown on MTV 
dropped more than 36.5 per- 
cent from 1995 to 2000. 

In the 2000s, shows like 
“The Real World” and “The 
Hills” came to be more 
synonymous with MTV than its more important 
predecessors like “120 Minutes” and “MTV 
Unplugged.” 

Although the ratings on its reality shows may 
be high, it’s clear that MTV has betrayed its core 
ideals by eliminating most of its music vidéos and 


SHANE NEWELL 


alternative programs. 

MTV needs to revitalize and reinvigorate 
itself. By featuring more music videos and alter- 
native programs, MTV could improve its image 
and re-brand itself as the world’s most important 
and influential music television 
network. 

To explain MTV’s significance 
to today’s generation of young- 
sters is difficult, as the means by 
which young people view music videos is entirely 
different from previous generations. 

Before YouTube and iTunes, music fans tuned 
into MTV to watch their favorite artists. In ad- 
dition to watching what they loved, fans sought 
out late-night shows like “120 Minutes” to 
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discover new artists and songs. 

Instead of solely entertaining viewers, MTV 
sought to broaden people’s musical tastes by showing 
other videos that were less popular but just as good. 

It was apparent from the beginning that MTV’s 
goal was to provide its viewers with the best and 
most diverse music available. 

While music videos may be more easily acces- 
sible on sites like YouTube, the Internet cannot 
recreate the atmosphere that MTV provided with 
its unique hosts and programs. 

By redefining itself, MTV could reclaim the 
crown and position itself as the definitive music 
television channel. 

Shane Newell is a junior journalism major and 
the opinions editor at the Daily 49er. 
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Downtown Long Beach to play host to a new festival 


The ambitious event 
will make its debut 
this weekend. 


By JoHN M. Mrocu AND 


PRISCELLA VEGA 
Staff Writers 


The heart of Downtown Long Beach 
is no stranger when it comes to creative 
and innovative events put on by eclectic 
movers and shakers of the city. 

A new festival, “Wilmore 9 Film, 
Music and Art,” will commemorate its 
first annual event this Saturday and Sun- 
day all throughout the downtown area. 

While there are other film festivals 
held in Long Beach, like the increas- 
ingly popular Long Beach QFilm Festi- 
val, this new event hopes to expand into 
more than just a weekend celebration. 

Planners of this event hope to make 
the now two-day event into a nine-day 
festival where it can feature each of the 
nine districts in Long Beach, according 
to the Long Beach Post. 

By expanding the size and duration 
of the event, the “Wilmore 9” Team 
wants to incorporate music and art into 
the festival, as well as a beer garden and 
a wide array of food trucks, giving it 
the feel of a grander, bona-fide festival 
similar to that of South by Southwest, 
acorrding to the Long Beach Post. 

The inclusion of a larger event con- 
tinues to emphasize the importance of 
bringing the entire community of Long 
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The Wilmore 9 festival will include a variety of entertainment, 
Jrom local artists to up-and-coming acts like The Aquadolls. 


Beach together. 

With the added entertainment and 
expanded boundaries, the event aims 
to send a message of togetherness while 
including outside attendees as well. 

This year, the event will play host to 47 
different artists, a variety ranging from 
local indie groups to up-and-coming acts 
like The Aquadolls and Naive Thieves. 

Aside from these live bands, a small 
number of disc jockeys will be playing 
different locations like the beer garden, 
the Mad Haus and the LB Independent 
Stage locations throughout downtown. 

The film segment of the festival in- 
corporates a mix of documentaries, fea- 
tures, music videos, short films, student 
films and new media. 

Depending on the type of ticket pur- 
chased, festival-goers have the chance to 
view movies created by local filmmakers. 

Another main attraction besides film, 
art and music is the Wilmore Skate team, 
a group of six local skaters including Der- 
rick Wilson and Boo Johnson, who will be 
performing trick demonstrations through- 
out the event. Pioneer Electronics donated 
a top-of-the-line, Audio Demo Car, which 
will blast music put on by the skatepark DJs. 

Wilmore 9 will also display “The Ex- 
hibition,” an art exhibit showcasing lo- 
cal contemporary artists. A live art show 
will also be put on by Daniel Gilbreath. 

Tickets to the event range from $20 
to $70, each offering different pack- 
ages. VIP passes include front-of- 
the-line entry, meet-and-greets and 
other exclusive perks. Money raised 
from VIP sales will go to nonprofit 
organizations like Music Saves Lives. 
For more information and to purchase 
tickets to the event, visit www.wilm- 
ore9.com. 
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Architecture for Dogs 
Friday - Sunday 

11 a.m. 

2300 E. Ocean Blvd. 

The Long Beach Museum of Art 
Exhibition is hosting Tokyo- 
based designer Kenya Hara’s ex- 
hibit on architecture. The exhibit 
will feature furniture that dogs 
and humans can use together. 
General admission is $7. 


Claire’s Happy Hour 
Thursday 

3-8p.m. 

2399 E. Ocean Blvd. 

Every Thursday afternoon, 
Claire’s at the Long Beach mu- 
seum hosts its happy hour. The 
museum also offers free admis- 
sion to exhibitions from 5 - 8 p.m. 


Skate Parks 

6 a.m. - 10 p.m. 

Long Beach area 

Parks, Recreation and Marine 
Skate Parks encourage people to 
go out and skate or bike at any of 
Long Beach’s six skate parks. 


Surfing Lessons 

8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

802 Ocean Ave. 

The M&M Surf School has opened 
enrollment for surfing lessons in 
Seal Beach for those aged five and 
older. There are loaner boards 
and wetsuits available, and lesson 
fees range from $50 to $250. 
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Local little leaguers learn from Dirtbags at baseball camp 


The Dirtbag Camp 
began in June and 
will continue through 
Aug. 9. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


Long Beach State baseball may have 
ended its season more than two months 
ago, but that doesn’t mean baseball has 
stopped at The Beach. 

Dirtbag Camp has kept America’s 
pastime alive at LBSU, as little leagu- 
ers have taken over the campus base- 
ball field for most of the summer. Kids 
armed with bats and gloves have shown 
up each day for batting practice, drills 
and friendly scrimmages led by cur- 
rent and former Dirtbags players and 
coaches. 

“We love it,” said Jessica Cheshire, a 
parent of one of the kids. “He’s a base- 
ball fanatic. He would do it every day 
if he could.” 

Dirtbags Camp Director David Ya- 
mane said the camp has two goals: 
make sure the kids have fun, and help 
them improve as baseball players. 

“Our camp philosophy is that we’re 
a baseball camp in the summer, as op- 
posed to a summer camp about base- 
ball,’ he said. “A lot of kids already 
have a love for the game, and we want 
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Two Dirtbag Camp participants play in a scrimmage at the campus baseball field Wednesday afternoon. 


to cultivate that. We want to help them 
become better players because for you 
to move up, you have to get better, or 
else it won’t be fun anymore.” 

Yamane said skill was hardly an issue 
for most of the players, though, as a fair 
amount have had to leave the camp for 


trips with little league all-star teams. 
“We have three kids who left last 
week to go to a world series, and we 
have four kids who went to a regional 
in Colorado this past week,” Yamane 
said “We had an entire all-star team 
win their Southern California region, 


and they went last week up to Utah for 
the western regional.” 

Dirtbags second baseman Colton 
Vaughn said he noticed the talent as 
well. 

“We’ve got some gamers,” Vaughn 
said. “Some of the 10- and 11-year-olds 


are pretty good.” 

While many Dirtbags are out playing 
in summer baseball leagues, Vaughn, 
center fielder Colby Brenner and others 
are spending their summers helping out 
with Dirtbag Camp. . 

“It’s better than any summer job | 
can think of,’ Vaughn said. “It’s kind 
of rewarding coming back to teach little 
kids that actually want to learn.” 

Yamane, who took over as camp di- 
rector when Troy Buckley became LB- 
SU’s head coach three years ago, said 
Dirtbag Camp has become something 
more than just a baseball camp for kids. 

“Our goal is to get them better, but 
we also want them to come out and 
watch us play,” he said. “I want these 
kids to get to know our program a lot 
better, so we teach them baseball and 
Dirtbags history.” 

The kids may be at the camp to play 
baseball and learn, but they have the 
chance to go home with a lot more. Ya- 
mane said that current and former play- 
ers, even those who are in the major 
leagues, sign baseball cards each year 
to be given out as prizes at the camp. 

“Jered Weaver and Tulo [Colorado 
Rockies shortstop Troy Tulowitzki] 
have sent autographs in the past,” Ya- 
mane said. He said one of this year’s top 
prizes is the autograph of Adam Wilk, a 
relief pitcher for the Detroit Tigers who 
pitched in last year’s World Series. 

Dirtbag Camp is wrapping up for most 
ages this week, but middle schoolers will 
be taking the field for the first time next 
week. The camp ends on Aug. 9. 


COMMENTARY 


Steve Nash’s soccer tryout could help grow sport 


By MICHAEL 


7) Morris 
Assistant Sports Editor 


Ron Artest was amnestied, Dwight 
Howard wanted to “have fun again” 
and Steve Nash worked out for Inter 
Milan? 

While his workout on Tuesday was 
something that could remove another 
starter from a deteriorating Lakers’ 
lineup, don’t expect Nash to jump ship 
like Howard. 

Inter Milan is a professional soc- 
cer club in Italy’s Serie A league 
that is based in Milan. It has hosted 
elite soccer players like Kaka and 
Ronaldinho. 

So what makes a two-time NBA 
MVP something of interest for Inter 
Milan? 

Well, the fact that he can dribble 
with his feet sure helps. 

The Canadian point guard is an 
avid soccer fan who just so happens 
to be talented at both sports. Nash 
has mentioned in interviews before 
that he would have played soc- 
cer professionally if it wasn’t for 
basketball. And while Nash most 
likely won’t make the team, there is 
some good here that Major League 
Soccer (MLS) may want to take 
advantage of. 

The popularity of soccer in the 
U.S. has been thought to be on the 
rise the past few years, but the MLS 
and its clubs are seeing much of the 
same when it comes to ratings and 
attendance. 

Former NFL wideout Chad Ocho- 
cinco had a four-day tryout with the 
MLS’s Sporting KC in March of 2011 
but failed to make the club. Ochocinco 
admitted that his speed was simply 
not enough to compete with the other 
players trying out. Nash worked out 
for the New York Red Bulls in the 
past, but his other career prevented 
him from wearing a Red Bulls jersey 
long-term. 


While one tryout was just for fun, 
Nash said his most recent tryout 
fulfilled a lifelong dream. That begs 
the question, what keeps the MLS 
from fulfilling a dream of its own and 
garnering a fan base that resembles 
those of the mainstream professional 
sports? 

The answer to that can be found 
in the pool of players that play other 
sports professionally in the United 
States. Nash may be the most recent 
player to tryout for a soccer club, 
but for the sake of the MLS and its 
increasing popularity, he shouldn’t be 
the last. 

Soccer is a sport that involves a 
great deal of conditioning and ath- 
leticism, just like football, baseball 
and basketball. The conditioning 
and athleticism is already present in 
any football, baseball or basketball 
athlete who played soccer earlier 
in their athletic lives. All the MLS 
and its teams would need to do is 
open their checkbooks and find the 
ex-soccer players among the NBA, 
MLB and NFL. 

Those most likely interested in 


MCT 
Steve Nash (10) has played basketball for most of his career but 
recently worked out with Italian soccer club Inter Milan. 


doing this would be those near the end 
of retirement and athletes in between 
contracts. 

Although I’m certain there will 
be a portion of soccer purists who 
detest the very idea of this, I think 
there are a lot of people who are on 
the fringe of being a fan of an MLS 
soccer team but haven’t yet been 
given a reason to fill the seats and 
watch the games. 

It seems that every country but 
the U.S. has a hunger and passion for 
the game of soccer that rivals and 
often outdoes the fandom of football 
fans and baseball fans within the 
states. With the MLS forming in 
1996, many potential soccer fans 
have paid more attention to the play- 
ers and teams in a sport that they 
already root for and often see in the 
media, instead of following a new 
game like soccer. 

The idea may be a bit outland- 
ish, but with the NBA, NFL and 
MLB firmly rooted into American 
culture, soccer seems to be at a 
disadvantage that may take decades 
to overcome. 


‘Niner Notes 


Roger Kirk promoted to Assistant 
Athletics Director of Media Relations 

Long Beach State announced Friday 
that Roger Kirk has been promoted to 
Assistant Athletics Director of Media 
Relations, replacing Stephanie Samp- 
son, who was let go in June. 

Kirk, who was formerly the associ- 
ate media relations director at LBSU, 
covered LBSU’s women’s volleyball, 
baseball and women’s water polo 
teams for the past five years and will 
now serve as the primary sports infor- 
mation director. 

Since LBSU hired him in 2007, Kirk 
has received the West Region’s Grant 
Burger Media Award for outstanding 
service in the promotion of volleyball 
by the American Volleyball Coaches 
Association. Kirk also received a pub- 
lications award by the College Sports 
Information Directors of America. 
49ers women’s tennis 2013-14 
schedule announced 

LBSU women’s tennis head coach 
Jenny Hilt-Costello announced the 
team’s 2013-14 schedule Friday. 

The 49ers will open their fall season 
in Las Vegas at the three-day UNLV 
Fall Invitational on Sept. 20, one of 
four tournaments the team will par- 


ticipate in this fall. 

More than two months will sepa- 
rate the team’s fall season and its 
spring season. The Beach will open its 
spring season at home with the third 
annual Beach Classic on Jan. 10. 

The 49ers will play a total of 14 
home matches in its spring season, in- 
cluding eight nonconference games in 
the entire month of March. 

LBSU concludes its season on April 
18 at UC Riverside, one week after a 
home match with conference rival UC 
Irvine on April 12. 


Graduated 4%er Simone Hoey wins 
Lakewood Women’s City Golf 
Championship 

Former LBSU golfer Simone Hoey 
won the Lakewood Women’s City 
Championship on Friday after setting a 
new course record with a final round 65. 

Hoey beat second-place Clariss 
Guce of Cal State Northridge by six 
shots and finished the two-day event 
held at the Lakewood Country Club at 
14 strokes under par. 

After four years on the golf team, 
Hoey graduated from LBSU in the 
spring. She led the 49ers to two 
tournament titles and a second-place 
finish at the Big West Conference 
Championship. 

— Compiled by Assistant Sports 
Editor Daniel Astle 
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